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ABSTRACT

The concept of chivalry occupies a central position in medieval
European literature, especially in the genre of romance. Emerging from the
fusion of feudal, religious, and courtly traditions, chivalric ideals expressed
both moral and social codes that governed the conduct of knights. Medieval
romance literature provided a powerful medium for constructing, testing, and
disseminating these ideals. This paper explores the nature of chivalric ideals
as represented in prominent works such as Sir Gawain and the Green Knight,
Le Morte d’Arthur, and the romances of Chrétien de Troyes. It argues that
while these texts idealize knighthood as a model of moral excellence, they also
expose the tensions and contradictions between the heroic ideal and human
imperfection.

Key words: chivalry, romance, medievel, Le Morte d’Arthur, Chretien de
Troyes, heroic.

INTRODUCTION

The medieval period witnessed the rise of a warrior aristocracy that
gradually developed a distinct moral code known as chivalry. This code
regulated the behavior of knights both in battle and in courtly society. Rooted
in feudal loyalty, Christian ethics, and the culture of courtly love, chivalric
ideals became a cornerstone of European identity during the Middle Ages.
Medieval romance literature narratives of adventure, love, and moral testing
became the principal vehicle for expressing and idealizing chivalry. Romances
not only entertained audiences but also shaped moral expectations and social
norms. Knights such as Gawain, Lancelot, Roland, and Yvain embodied the
virtues of courage, honor, loyalty, and courtesy. Yet, these same texts often
reveal the limits of human virtue, questioning whether perfect chivalry can
ever truly exist.

LITERATURE ANALYSIS AND METHODOLOGY

The analysis of chivalric ideals in medieval romance literature requires
a close examination of how writers represented the moral, spiritual, and social
dimensions of knighthood. Medieval romances such as Sir Gawain and the
Green Knight, The Song of Roland, and Le Morte d’Arthur are central texts that
portray knights as embodiments of virtue, bravery, and loyalty. Through
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symbolic elements and narrative structures, these works reveal that chivalry
is not only a code of conduct but also a reflection of the medieval worldview
one that balanced Christian faith with feudal duty. For example, Sir Gawain
and the Green Knight presents chivalry as a personal moral test, showing how
human weakness challenges knightly ideals. The Song of Roland emphasizes
loyalty and sacrifice, connecting the knight's courage with divine service,
while Le Morte d’Arthur explores the moral conflicts between love, duty, and
honor in a decaying chivalric society. This analysis highlights that chivalric
ideals were both inspirational and problematic. They served as moral
guidance for knights, yet their rigid expectations often created inner conflicts.
The portrayal of these tensions in literature illustrates how authors
questioned the attainability of perfect virtue within human limitations. This
study employs a qualitative literary analysis approach that focuses on textual
interpretation and thematic comparison. The methodology combines
elements of close reading, contextual analysis, and comparative study to
understand how different authors expressed chivalric ideals in their works.
Key passages from selected texts are examined in detail to identify themes,
imagery, and language related to chivalric values such as honor, loyalty, and
faith. Attention is given to narrative techniques, symbolism, and moral
dilemmas faced by the protagonists. The texts are analyzed within their
historical, cultural, and religious contexts. The study considers how medieval
Christianity, feudal systems, and social hierarchies influenced the concept of
chivalry. Background research from secondary scholarly sources is used to
link literary representations to real medieval social norms. The analysis
compares different depictions of knighthood and chivalric virtue across texts
from English and French traditions. This comparison helps identify common
patterns and variations in the portrayal of the ideal knight. The data for this
research consist of primary literary texts the romances themselves and
secondary sources such as critical essays, historical studies, and theoretical
works on medieval chivalry. The study relies on interpretive reasoning rather
than statistical data, aiming to provide an in-depth understanding of moral
and cultural values embedded in medieval literature.

RESULTS AND DISCUSSION

The results of the study show that medieval romance literature presents
chivalric ideals as both moral and social principles that define the character
and purpose of the knightly class. Several important findings emerged from
the analysis. First, the texts demonstrate that true chivalry involves a balance
between physical courage and moral virtue. Knights such as Sir Gawain and
Roland are admired not only for their bravery in battle but also for their
honesty, humility, and faith. Their strength is shown to be meaningful only
when guided by integrity and devotion to God. Second, the analysis indicates
that religion forms the foundation of chivalric ideals. In most romances, a
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knight’s loyalty to his earthly lord reflects his spiritual loyalty to God. Acts of
confession, forgiveness, and moral testing show that chivalry is inseparable
from Christian ethics. The ideal knight is expected to act as both a warrior and
a moral example for society.Third, there is a strong contrast between the
ideals of chivalry and the realities of human weakness. Many authors use their
characters’ failures to demonstrate that even noble men struggle to maintain
moral perfection. For instance, Gawain’s partial dishonesty in Sir Gawain and
the Green Knight and Lancelot’s forbidden love in Le Morte d’Arthur illustrate
how personal desires can conflict with moral duty. Fourth, the concept of
courtly love appears as both an inspiration and a challenge. Love motivates
knights to act honorably and courageously, yet it can also lead to sin or
betrayal. This dual function of love highlights the complexity of chivalric
morality, where passion and duty often stand in opposition. Finally, the
results show that later medieval authors viewed chivalric ideals with a sense
of nostalgia. In Le Morte d’Arthur, for example, the downfall of King Arthur’s
Round Table symbolizes the end of a moral and social order based on chivalry.
Writers used this decline to reflect on the changing values of their own
society, suggesting that true virtue was becoming rare.

In discussion, these findings suggest that medieval romance literature
served as both a reflection and a critique of the society that produced it. The
stories of knights were not simply tales of adventure; they were moral
explorations of faith, loyalty, and human imperfection. Through their
struggles, medieval authors showed that the essence of chivalry lies not in
flawless heroism but in the constant pursuit of moral excellence despite
human weakness.

CONCLUSION

The study concludes that chivalric ideals in medieval romance literature
represent a complex combination of moral, religious, and social values that
defined the knightly identity of the Middle Ages. The analysis shows that
chivalry was not limited to physical bravery or social rank but was deeply
connected to spiritual integrity and moral discipline. Knights were expected to
uphold virtues such as courage, loyalty, honesty, and compassion, which
reflected both Christian teachings and feudal responsibilities. The findings
also reveal that medieval authors used their works to question and refine the
meaning of true honor. Through the moral testing of characters like Sir
Gawain, Roland, and Lancelot, writers explored the tension between human
imperfection and divine ideals. These stories illustrate that genuine chivalry
lies not in the absence of error but in the courage to recognize one’s moral
limits and strive toward virtue. Furthermore, the decline of chivalric order
depicted in later romances such as Le Morte d’Arthur suggests that these
ideals, while noble, were increasingly difficult to sustain in a changing society.
The loss of unity and moral direction among knights symbolizes the fading of
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a value system that once guided both personal and social behavior. Overall,
medieval romance literature presents chivalry as an enduring ethical model
that shaped Western concepts of heroism, morality, and honor. Although
historical circumstances changed, the chivalric spirit continued to influence
later literary traditions and remains a symbol of the human pursuit of moral

excellence.
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