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ABSTRACT. This study explores the intricate relationship between 
language, power and divine order in the works of John Milton, one of the most 
influential poets and thinkers of seventeenth-century England. Milton viewed 
language not merely as a tool for communication but as a sacred instrument 
through which divine truth and moral authority could be revealed. His major 
works, including Paradise Lost, Paradise Regained and Areopagitica, reflect a 
deep concern with how the use and misuse of language shape human freedom, 
political authority and spiritual hierarchy. By examining Milton’s poetic and 
prose writings, this paper argues that Milton presents language as both a 
reflection of divine order and a means of challenging earthly power. His 
defense of free speech and individual conscience emphasizes the moral 
responsibility attached to the spoken and written word. Ultimately, Milton’s 
treatment of language embodies his vision of a divinely structured universe 
where linguistic expression serves as the bridge between human reason and 
God’s eternal truth. 

Key words: Milton’s language, Power and authority in literature, Order 
and hierarchy, Political discourse, Divine order, Rhetoric and persuasion, 
Biblical language, Free will and obedience, Rebellion and authority, The Fall of 
Man, Paradise Lost. 

INTRODUCTION 
John Milton stands as one of the most intellectually and theologically 

complex writers of the seventeenth century, whose works reveal a profound 
engagement with questions of language, power and divine order. Living 
through a period of intense political and religious upheaval including the 
English Civil War, the Interregnum and the Restoration Milton used his 
writings to explore how the spoken and written word could serve both as an 
instrument of truth and as a weapon of control. For Milton, language was not a 
neutral medium it was a sacred force endowed with the capacity to reflect 
divine will and to shape human understanding.In works such as Paradise Lost, 
Paradise Regained and Areopagitica, Milton demonstrates his belief that 
linguistic expression is closely tied to moral responsibility and spiritual 
hierarchy. The fall of humanity in Paradise Lost, for instance, can be read as a 
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fall into linguistic corruption a misuse of divine language that distorts truth 
and order. In Areopagitica, Milton defends freedom of speech and the liberty 
of conscience, arguing that the control of language is a form of tyranny that 
opposes divine principles of free will and reason. 

LANGUAGE, POWER AND DIVINE ORDER 
In the works of John Milton, the ideas of language, power and divine 

order are deeply interconnected. Milton lived in a time when political, 
religious and intellectual conflicts were reshaping English society. Through 
his poetry and prose, he explored how words and the power they carry could 
express, defend or even distort divine truth. Language for Milton was sacred. 
In his view, language originated from God, who created the world through the 
divine Word. Therefore, the ability to speak and write was a reflection of 
humanity’s connection to divine creation. However, Milton also warned that 
language could be corrupted by pride, deceit or political manipulation. In 
Paradise Lost, for example, Satan’s persuasive speech represents the misuse 
of language words that sound beautiful but lead to destruction. Power in 
Milton’s works is closely tied to moral and spiritual authority. He believed that 
true power comes from righteousness and the alignment of human will with 
divine order. Earthly rulers or institutions that abuse power, especially by 
controlling truth or limiting freedom of expression. 

RESULTS AND DISCUSSION  
The analysis of John Milton’s works reveals that language, power and 

divine order function as interdependent elements within his theological and 
political vision. Through both his poetry and prose, Milton demonstrates that 
language is not simply a human invention but a divine gift that carries moral 
responsibility. His writings suggest that the proper use of language sustains 
divine order, while its corruption leads to moral and social disorder. In 
Paradise Lost, Milton portrays the Fall of Man as a consequence of linguistic 
deception. Satan’s manipulation of language his use of persuasive, deceptive 
rhetoric represents the distortion of divine truth. Through Eve’s temptation 
and Adam’s fall, Milton illustrates how words, when separated from moral 
truth, become tools of false power and rebellion. Thus, the poem establishes a 
clear link between linguistic corruption and the breakdown of divine order. 
Similarly, in Areopagitica, Milton directly addresses the political implications 
of language and power. He argues that freedom of speech and thought are 
essential to maintaining the moral and spiritual integrity of society. According 
to Milton, censorship and the suppression of ideas are forms of tyranny that 
disrupt the divine hierarchy of reason and conscience. By defending the 
liberty of the press, Milton positions language as a moral instrument that must 
remain free to reflect divine truth. 

CONCLUSION 
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The exploration of language, power, and divine order in the works of 
John Milton demonstrates his profound understanding of the moral and 
spiritual responsibilities attached to human expression. For Milton, language 
is not merely a means of communication but a sacred medium that reflects the 
divine Word through which God created the universe. When used truthfully, 
language sustains the harmony of divine order; when corrupted, it becomes a 
source of deception and chaos. Milton’s Paradise Lost portrays this dual 
nature of language through Satan’s manipulation of words, illustrating how 
the misuse of speech leads to moral.  
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