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ANNOTATION: This article explores practical strategies for teaching 
vocabulary to young learners in primary classroom settings. It highlights age-
appropriate techniques, such as multisensory learning, contextualized 
exposure, playful practice, story-based instruction, and task-based activities. 
The paper also examines common challenges teachers face when introducing 
new vocabulary and provides recommendations for creating engaging, 
memorable, and child-friendly learning environments. Suggestions are 
supported with examples from real classroom practice and insights from 
specialist educators.  
KEYWORDS: Vocabulary acquisition; young learners; multisensory learning; 
contextual learning; story-based instruction; task-based activities; early 
language development; classroom strategies. 
Introduction 
Vocabulary plays a central role in early language development, forming the 
foundation for reading, speaking, listening, and later academic success. Young 
learners acquire language differently from adults: they rely heavily on sensory 
experience, curiosity, movement, repetition, and emotional engagement. 
Because of this, vocabulary teaching must be interactive, meaningful, and 
enjoyable. 
 In many classrooms, teachers struggle with choosing the most effective 
techniques, balancing time, and maintaining children's motivation. Therefore, 
the purpose of this article is to present practical, proven, and easy-to-
implement strategies that can help teachers introduce new words effectively. 
Young learners generally learn best when vocabulary is linked to concrete 
objects, real-life experiences, movement, and stories. According to several 
educational researchers, children remember new words better when they 
encounter them repeatedly and in varied contexts [Olimov A. 2018]. Another 
expert argues that active involvement—such as acting, drawing, singing—
enhances vocabulary retention [Smith L. 2015]. These findings support the 
need for diverse teaching strategies.  
1. Creating a Meaningful Context 
One of the strongest principles of vocabulary teaching is presenting new 
words in context rather than in isolation. When children understand how a 
word is used, they remember it more easily. 



EuroAsian International Scientific Online Conference            Volume  2  Issue  4    |2025| 

INTERNATIONAL CONFERENCE ON MULTIDISCIPLINARY STUDIES AND EDUCATION 
 

 
  

 436  
 

 Using Real-Life Situations: Teachers can introduce vocabulary through 
familiar daily routines such as classroom rules, greetings, or simple tasks. For 
example, words related to food can be taught during snack time, and verbs 
related to movement can be introduced during physical activities. Research 
suggests that contextualized learning increases motivation and supports 
natural language acquisition [Johnson P. 2016]. By embedding vocabulary into 
real-life interactions, teachers help children create meaningful associations. 
Visual Context and Picture Support: Young learners depend on visual input. 
Pictures, flashcards, storybooks, puppets, and real objects (realia) provide 
strong visual scaffolding. Pictures should be clear, attractive, and simple. 
Children can also draw vocabulary items themselves, which supports 
creativity and deeper memory processing [Harrison T. 2014].  
2. Multisensory Learning Approaches 
Multisensory instruction means engaging several senses at the same time—
seeing, hearing, touching, moving. This approach significantly increases the 
chance of retention because young learners process information best through 
sensory input. 
TPR (Total Physical Response): TPR is an effective method for action verbs 
and classroom commands. Teachers say a word, and children respond with 
the associated action. For example, “jump,” “touch,” “open,” “run,” or “sit 
down.” 
Scholars emphasize that movement strengthens memory pathways and 
reduces learning anxiety among children [Ahmedova N. 2020]. 
 Hands-on Activities: Activities like matching objects, sorting items, building 
with blocks, and creating simple crafts allow children to connect vocabulary 
with physical experience. These activities reinforce meaning because the child 
links the word to a real, tactile event. 
 Songs and Rhymes: Songs make repetition enjoyable. Children remember 
rhythm and melody easily, and vocabulary inside songs becomes more 
memorable. Repetition through music reinforces pronunciation, stress 
patterns, and word order [Lee M. 2013].  
3. Story-Based Vocabulary Instruction 
Stories are a natural tool for young learners. They provide rich context, 
emotional engagement, and repeated exposure to new words. 
 Choosing the Right Storybooks: Books should be: age-appropriate, visually 
attractive, rich in illustrations, repetitive and predictable in language. Words 
appearing several times in a story become easier to recall [Karimova S. 2019]. 
 Pre-Reading Stage: Teachers introduce key vocabulary before reading the 
story. This may include showing pictures, predicting events, or discussing 
characters. 
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 While-Reading Stage: During reading, teachers point to pictures, use 
gestures, change voice tones, and encourage children to say repeated lines 
from the book. 
Post-Reading Stage: Activities such as acting out scenes, sequencing pictures, 
drawing story events, or retelling the story help consolidate vocabulary.  
4. Play-Based Learning 
Play is the natural language of children. Through play, children experiment, 
communicate, negotiate meaning, and practice vocabulary spontaneously. 
Role-Play: Children pretend to be shopkeepers, teachers, doctors, or family 
members. This allows them to use vocabulary in functional contexts. Role-play 
supports communicative competence and gives children the confidence to use 
new words [Brown K. 2017]. Games: Games such as “Memory Cards,” “Bingo,” 
“Simon Says,” or “I Spy” encourage repetition without boredom. Games 
provide immediate engagement and boost motivation . Puppets and Toy 
Figures: Puppets can introduce vocabulary, ask questions, or tell stories. They 
reduce anxiety because children feel comfortable interacting with a puppet 
rather than an adult teacher.  
5. Repetition and Recycling Techniques 
Vocabulary must be recycled many times for long-term learning. 
 Spiral Review: Teachers reintroduce previously taught words during new 
lessons. For example, when teaching animals, the teacher can also include 
color vocabulary learned earlier. 
 Word Walls: A classroom word wall is a display of important vocabulary 
items. Children see these words daily, which strengthens recall. Pictures can 
accompany each word. 
 Daily Routines: Simple routines such as naming the date, weather, mood, or 
classroom items provide natural repetition every day [Morgan J. 2021].  
6. Using Technology to Enrich Vocabulary 
Modern classrooms increasingly rely on digital tools. When used 
appropriately, technology enhances vocabulary learning. 
 Interactive Apps: Child-friendly apps can reinforce words through animated 
images, interactive quizzes, and simple games. However, teachers must 
supervise screen time.  Audio-Visual Materials: Short educational videos 
provide real-life pronunciation, context, and visual movement. These 
materials help auditory and visual learners. Digital Flashcards: Digital 
flashcards on tablets or interactive whiteboards increase engagement. 
Children enjoy touching, dragging, and matching images on screen.  
 
7. Encouraging Active Use of New Vocabulary 
Children must use words actively—not only recognize them. 
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 Speaking Activities: Pair-work, small group tasks, and show-and-tell sessions 
provide opportunities for using new words. For example, children can bring 
an object from home and describe it using target vocabulary [Wilson D. 2012]. 
 Simple Writing Tasks: Although young learners are still developing fine 
motor skills, they can complete simple tasks such as labeling pictures, filling in 
missing letters, or drawing vocabulary items with short captions. 
 Classroom Projects: Projects like “My Favorite Animal” or “My School Bag” 
combine creativity with vocabulary practice. Project-based learning improves 
autonomy and long-term memory.  
8. Supporting Children with Different Learning Styles 
Children differ in learning preferences: some are visual, others auditory, 
kinesthetic, or social learners. Therefore, teachers must use varied strategies. 
Visual Learners: flashcards, posters, picture dictionaries. 
 Auditory Learners: songs, chants, storytelling. 
 Kinesthetic Learners: movement games, role-play, hands-on tasks. 
Mixed Group Activities: Mixed-style activities ensure that all learners benefit, 
increasing inclusivity in the classroom [Anderson R. 2020].  
9. Assessment and Feedback 
Assessment should be simple, child-friendly, and stress-free. 
 Informal Assessment: Teachers observe children's participation in games, 
songs, or activities. Observation provides natural insight into vocabulary 
mastery. 
 Portfolio Assessment: Children keep drawings, worksheets, and project 
samples. This allows teachers to track progress over time [Lopez M. 2018]. 
 Feedback: Feedback must be positive, encouraging, and specific. Praise like 
“Great job saying the word clearly!” helps build confidence.  
10. Challenges in Teaching Vocabulary to Young Learners 
Despite effective methods, challenges remain. 
 Short Attention Span: Young children lose focus quickly. Lessons must 
include varied, short, dynamic activities. 
 Mixed Ability Levels: Classrooms often contain children at different stages of 
development. Differentiated instruction is necessary. 
 Limited Exposure Outside School: Some children have few opportunities to 
practice English at home. Teachers must increase exposure during school 
hours. 
Overreliance on Translation: Direct translation can limit understanding. 
Teachers should emphasize context, visuals, and demonstration instead 
[Rahimov B. 2019].  
11. Recommendations for Teachers 
Combine visual, auditory, and kinesthetic strategies. Include vocabulary in 
every lesson naturally. Avoid long explanations; use examples and 
demonstration. Provide consistent repetition without becoming boring. 
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Encourage creativity through drawing, acting, singing, building, or 
storytelling. Maintain a positive, patient classroom atmosphere.  
In conclusion, teaching vocabulary to young learners requires creativity, 
flexibility, and a deep understanding of how children learn. Effective 
vocabulary instruction is multisensory, contextual, playful, and interactive. 
When teachers provide rich, meaningful input and engaging practice 
opportunities, children develop strong vocabulary foundations that support 
long-term language growth. This article has outlined practical tips that any 
teacher can easily apply, making vocabulary learning enjoyable and effective 
for young learners. 
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