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Annotation. This article explores the influence of globalization on
contemporary language change. It examines how the spread of international
communication, migration, technology, global media, and cultural exchange
accelerates linguistic transformations across the world. The study analyzes
both positive and negative effects of globalization on languages, including the
rise of English as a global lingua franca, the disappearance of minority
languages, and the emergence of new hybrid varieties. The article argues that
globalization reshapes linguistic structures, vocabulary, and communication
styles in significant ways. It concludes that language change is a natural but
complex process driven by global interconnectedness.
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Introduction. Globalization has become one of the most powerful forces
shaping the modern world, influencing culture, economy, politics, and
communication. One of the areas most deeply affected by globalization is
language. As people, ideas, and technologies move across borders, languages
constantly interact, mix, and transform. Linguists agree that language change
is a natural process, but globalization has made this change faster and more
visible than ever before. This article discusses how globalization affects
vocabulary, grammar, communication styles, and language use in society,
while also highlighting its impact on linguistic diversity.

1. Globalization and the Spread of English

One of the clearest examples of globalization's influence on language is
the expansion of English as a global lingua franca. Today, English is used in
science, business, education, tourism, and digital communication. As a result,
millions of people around the world speak English as a second or foreign
language. The spread of English has led to the creation of new varieties such
as Indian English, Singapore English, and Nigerian English, each influenced by
local culture and native languages.

However, the dominance of English also raises concerns. Some scholars
argue that the spread of English threatens smaller languages and cultures,
creating a more uniform global society. Others believe that English simply
serves as a tool for international communication and does not necessarily
replace local identities.

2. Language Contact and Borrowing

Globalization increases interaction among speakers of different
languages, leading to borrowing of words, expressions, and grammatical
structures. Modern vocabulary is full of global loanwords such as "internet,"
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"pizza," "bank," and "email." These words often spread rapidly through media,
technology, and international trade.

Borrowing can enrich a language, making it more expressive and flexible.
Yet it can also cause debates about language purity, especially in countries
that prioritize linguistic preservation. In many cases, borrowed words
undergo phonological and morphological adaptation, demonstrating how
languages creatively incorporate new elements.

3. Digital Communication and New Linguistic Forms

The rise of the internet, social media, and smartphones has transformed
how people use language. Online communication promotes shorter, faster,
and more informal linguistic patterns. Abbreviations such as “LOL,” “BRB,”
and emojis have become universal symbols of digital interaction. Globalization
of digital space also creates multilingual online communities where users mix
languages freely.This phenomenon, sometimes called “digital code-switching”,
reflects globalization’s impact on communication styles. Young people, in
particular, create new hybrid forms of expression that combine local
languages with global digital slang.

4. The Decline of Minority Languages

While globalization promotes communication, it also contributes to the
disappearance of minority languages. Many small language communities face
pressure to shift to dominant languages such as English, Spanish, Chinese, or
Russian for better economic and educational opportunities. As a result,
UNESCO estimates that almost half of the world’s languages may disappear by
the end of the century.

Language loss means more than just losing a communication system—it
also means the loss of cultural identity, traditions, and local knowledge.
Therefore, many governments and organizations have launched programs to
preserve endangered languages through documentation, education, and
digital resources.

5. Hybridization and the Emergence of New Varieties

Globalization not only causes languages to disappear but also leads to the
creation of new mixed forms. Pidgins, creoles, bilingual speech, and hybrid
varieties emerge when different linguistic communities interact intensively.
Examples include Spanglish, a mix of Spanish and English, and Hinglish, a
blend of Hindi and English.

These new varieties illustrate how languages adapt to global
environments. They combine vocabulary, grammar, and pronunciation from
multiple sources, showing that language change can lead to innovative and
dynamic forms of communication.

Conclusion. In conclusion, globalization has a profound impact on
language change in the modern world. It accelerates the spread of dominant
languages, influences vocabulary and grammar, encourages borrowing, and
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introduces new digital linguistic styles. At the same time, globalization poses
challenges to linguistic diversity, contributing to the decline of minority
languages. Despite these challenges, language change remains a natural and
ongoing process. Understanding how globalization shapes language helps
linguists, educators, and policymakers protect linguistic heritage while
supporting effective global communication.
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