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Sentence Structure and Syntax in Old English. 
Erkinjonova Farzonaxon 

Student of the Faculty English Language and Literature FSU 
   Abstract. This article explores the characteristics of sentence structure and 
syntax in Old English, focusing on how word order, inflection, and 
grammatical agreement functioned in early English texts. Unlike Modern 
English, Old English relied heavily on inflectional endings rather than fixed 
word order to express grammatical relations. The study examines clause 
patterns, verb placement, and syntactic flexibility, highlighting how Old 
English evolved into the more rigid structure of Modern English. 
   Keywords: Old English, syntax, sentence structure, inflection, word order, 
grammar. 
   Introduction. Syntax and sentence structure are essential components of 
linguistic analysis, revealing how languages organize meaning. In Old English, 
which was used between the 5th and 11th centuries, syntax was shaped by 
inflectional morphology rather than strict word order. This allowed speakers 
to arrange words more freely while still maintaining grammatical clarity. 
Understanding Old English syntax provides valuable insight into the historical 
development of Modern English sentence patterns. 
Main Body 
1. Word Order in Old English 
Old English primarily followed a Subject–Verb–Object (SVO) order, similar to 
Modern English, but it also allowed Subject–Object–Verb (SOV) and Verb–
Subject–Object (VSO) patterns depending on emphasis or poetic style. 
Example: 
Se cyning sloh þone mann (The king slew the man) — SVO 
Þone mann sloh se cyning — SOV (same meaning but different emphasis) 
Because of inflections marking case and number, word order could be flexible 
without changing meaning. 
2. Inflectional System and Agreement 
Old English nouns, adjectives, and verbs were marked for case, number, 
gender, tense, and mood. The endings on words signaled grammatical roles, 
allowing flexible sentence arrangements. Verbs agreed with subjects in 
person and number, while adjectives agreed with the nouns they modified. 
Example: 
Seo gōde cwēn (the good queen — feminine nominative) 
Þæs gōdan cyninges (of the good king — masculine genitive) 
3. Types of Clauses 
Old English had main clauses and subordinate clauses, often introduced by 
conjunctions such as þæt (that) and þonne (when). The verb often appeared 
second in main clauses and final in subordinate clauses, showing influence 
from Germanic syntax. 
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Example: 
Main: Se mann geseah þæt sunne — The man saw the sun. 
Subordinate: Ic wāt þæt hē com — I know that he came. 
4. The Role of Infinitives and Participles 
Old English made frequent use of infinitives and participles to form complex 
sentences. Infinitives could express purpose (tō drincanne – to drink) or 
obligation, while participles helped create descriptive clauses and passive 
constructions. 
   Conclusion.    Sentence structure and syntax in Old English were more 
flexible and inflectional than in Modern English. Meaning was conveyed 
through word endings rather than rigid word order. Over time, as inflections 
weakened, English developed a more fixed SVO pattern, leading to the 
syntactic system we use today. Studying Old English syntax reveals how 
grammatical simplification shaped the evolution of English sentence patterns. 
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