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Abstract. This study investigates the philosophical roots of English
Enlightenment literature, highlighting the interaction of reason, satire, and social
order. It explores how writers such as Jonathan Swift, Alexander Pope, Samuel
Johnson, and Henry Fielding used rational inquiry and satirical techniques to
challenge social, political, and moral norms. The findings suggest that
Enlightenment literature served as a tool for promoting rational thinking, moral
reflection, and critical examination of hierarchical structures. By situating literary
texts within their historical and philosophical contexts, this research demonstrates
how rationalist ideals shaped literary style and social critique in eighteenth-
century, social critique, literary analysis.
Key words: Reason, satire, social order, Enlightenment, rationalism, moral
philosophy, English literature, eighteenth century, social critique, literary analysis.
INTRODUCTION. The Enlightenment, known as the Age of Reason, marked a
transformative period in eighteenth-century England. Intellectuals, philosophers, and
writers emphasized rational thought, empirical observation, and moral philosophy as
guiding principles for personal and societal life. In literature, these ideals encouraged
critical engagement with society, social norms, and hierarchies, often using humor,
irony, and satire to convey philosophical and moral insights.
English Enlightenment writers were particularly concerned with the use of reason to
critique authority, social inequality, and moral failings. Satire became an essential
literary device, combining entertainment with ethical and intellectual reflection.
Literature functioned as a platform for instruction, encouraging ethical awareness and
social reform. This paper examines how Swift, Pope, Johnson, and Fielding employed
reason and satire to address questions of morality, social hierarchy, and human
conduct, highlighting the philosophical foundations of their literary output.
Literature Analysis And Metholodology. This research adopts a qualitative literary
approach, combining careful textual analysis with historical and philosophical
contextualization. The study focuses on how authors integrate rational thought, ethical
reflection, and satirical techniques to critique social structures and norms. Themes and
narrative strategies are analyzed to illustrate the relationship between reason, satire,
and representations of social order.
The philosophical framework draws on the ideas of John Locke on rationality and
natural rights, David Hume’s empiricism, and Montesquieu’s perspectives on political
and social organization. These intellectual frameworks provide the background for
understanding how eighteenth-century English writers used literature as a means to
examine ethical, social, and political issues.
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Primary texts analyzed include Jonathan Swift’s Gulliver’s Travels, Alexander Pope’s
The Rape of the Lock, Samuel Johnson’s Rasselas and essays, and Henry Fielding’s
Tom Jones. These works illustrate how satire and rational discourse operate together
to critique social norms, encourage ethical reflection, and promote reason as a guiding
principle in both personal and social life.

Result and discussion. The analysis shows that English Enlightenment literature
consistently combines reason and satire to examine social order.

Jonathan Swift demonstrates rational satire in Gulliver’s Travels, exposing corruption,
injustice, and human folly. His satirical approach functions as both moral and
intellectual critique, encouraging readers to reflect on political and social institutions.
Alexander Pope uses wit and irony in The Rape of the Lock to expose social
pretension and moral superficiality. Pope’s poetry illustrates the Enlightenment
emphasis on rational aesthetic judgment, balance, and moral insight, while subtly
critiquing social hierarchies and human vanity.

Samuel Johnson blends moral philosophy with literary craft, as seen in his essays and
in Rasselas. Johnson examines human desires, ethical behavior, and social
responsibility, demonstrating how literature can foster reasoned understanding and
moral improvement.

Henry Fielding employs comic realism and satirical narrative in Tom Jones to
challenge social conventions and examine class dynamics. His novels entertain while
providing ethical and social critique, reflecting the Enlightenment commitment to
reason, moral reflection, and social awareness.

Across all these authors, satire acts as a means of promoting reason, ethical reflection,
and social critique. Literature becomes a tool for questioning authority, critiquing
social hierarchy, and encouraging intellectual engagement, all grounded in
Enlightenment philosophy.

Conclusion. English Enlightenment literature demonstrates the close interconnection
of reason, satire, and social critique. Writers such as Swift, Pope, Johnson, and
Fielding combined rational argumentation with humor and irony to examine human
behavior, morality, and social structures. Literature served as both entertainment and
instruction, promoting rational thinking, ethical reflection, and social critique.
Through the integration of reason and satire, Enlightenment writers questioned
authority and encouraged critical thought, leaving a lasting influence on English
literature and the intellectual culture of the eighteenth century. The philosophical
foundations of this literature—rationalism, moral philosophy, and social critigue—
remain essential for understanding its historical and cultural significance.
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