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Abstract: The article examines effective strategies for developing students‘ 

communicative competence through teaching the Russian language in higher education 

institutions. The study analyzes theoretical foundations of communicative competence 

and explores modern pedagogical approaches aimed at improving students‘ speaking, 

listening, reading, and writing skills. Special attention is given to communicative 

language teaching, interactive learning technologies, and student-centered educational 

strategies. The research also includes empirical data collected from university students 

learning Russian as a foreign language. The findings indicate that communicative-based 

instruction significantly enhances students‘ communicicative abilities, increases their 

motivation, and improves their participation in academic interaction. The study concludes 

that integrating communicative strategies and digital learning tools in Russian language 

education contributes to the development of students‘ professional communication skills. 

Keywords: communicative competence, Russian language teaching, higher 

education, communicative approach, language learning strategies, student-centered 

learning, interactive methods. 

Introduction. In the contemporary educational environment, the development of 

communicative competence has become one of the primary goals of foreign language 

education. The processes of globalization, international cooperation, and academic 

mobility require students to possess effective communication skills in multiple languages. 

In many regions, the Russian language continues to play an important role in academic 

communication, scientific collaboration, and professional interaction. 

Communicative competence refers to the ability to use language appropriately in 

different social and professional contexts. It includes grammatical knowledge, 

sociolinguistic awareness, discourse competence, and strategic communication skills. 

Modern language education focuses not only on linguistic knowledge but also on the 

ability to apply language in real communicative situations. 

Despite the growing importance of communicative language teaching, traditional 

grammar-centered instruction still dominates in many educational institutions. Such 

approaches often limit students‘ opportunities to practice authentic communication. 

Therefore, identifying effective strategies for developing communicative competence 

through Russian language instruction remains an important pedagogical task. 

The purpose of this research is to analyze pedagogical strategies that contribute to 

the development of students‘ communicative competence in Russian language learning 

within higher education. 

Literature Review. The concept of communicative competence was first 

introduced by Hymes, who emphasized that language learning should focus on the ability 

to use language appropriately in social interaction. Later, Canale and Swain developed a 
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theoretical model that identified several components of communicative competence: 

grammatical competence, sociolinguistic competence, discourse competence, and 

strategic competence. 

Modern researchers emphasize the importance of communicative language 

teaching methods that encourage interaction and practical language use. Richards and 

Rodgers argue that communicative teaching methods create authentic learning 

environments where students actively participate in meaningful communication. 

Brown highlights that effective language teaching must combine linguistic 

knowledge with communicative practice, enabling students to develop fluency and 

confidence. In the context of Russian language education, scholars such as Shchukin 

have emphasized the importance of communicative-oriented instruction and interactive 

learning methods. 

These theoretical perspectives suggest that communicative competence can be 

effectively developed through interactive teaching strategies, collaborative learning 

activities, and the integration of digital technologies in language education. 

Methods. The research used several qualitative and quantitative methods: 

• analysis of pedagogical and linguistic literature 

• pedagogical observation during Russian language classes 

• questionnaires conducted among students 

• comparative analysis of teaching methods 

• statistical analysis of learning outcomes 

The study involved 80 university students studying Russian as a foreign language 

in higher education institutions. 

During the experiment, communicative teaching strategies were introduced, 

including: 

• role-playing activities 

• group discussions 

• project-based learning 

• interactive language games 

• multimedia language exercises 

The effectiveness of these strategies was evaluated by comparing students‘ 

communicative performance before and after the implementation of communicative 

teaching methods. 

Results. The results of the study indicate a significant improvement in students‘ 

communicative competence after the introduction of communicative teaching strategies. 

Table 1. Development of communicative competence among students 

Indicator 
Before 

experiment 

After 

experiment 

Speaking 

confidence 
45% 78% 

Listening 

comprehension 
52% 81% 

Vocabulary usage 48% 75% 

Participation in 

discussions 
40% 72% 
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The findings demonstrate that communicative-based instruction significantly 

increases students‘ ability to participate in conversations, express ideas clearly, and 

interact effectively in academic contexts. 

Students also reported higher motivation and greater confidence in using the 

Russian language during classroom discussions and presentations. 

Discussion. The findings confirm that communicative competence cannot be 

effectively developed through traditional grammar-centered teaching alone. Language 

instruction must create opportunities for meaningful communication and active student 

participation. 

Interactive teaching strategies encourage collaboration, problem-solving, and 

critical thinking. These methods also support the development of intercultural 

competence, which is essential for communication in multicultural academic 

environments. 

Furthermore, the integration of digital technologies and multimedia tools expands 

opportunities for authentic language practice. Online platforms, audio-visual materials, 

and interactive tasks allow students to practice communication in diverse contexts. 

Therefore, communicative teaching strategies should become a central component 

of Russian language education in higher education institutions. 

Conclusion. The research demonstrates that communicative teaching strategies 

play a crucial role in developing students‘ communicative competence in Russian 

language learning. Interactive learning methods, student-centered approaches, and digital 

educational technologies significantly improve students‘ language proficiency and 

communication skills. 

The implementation of communicative approaches not only enhances students‘ 

linguistic competence but also prepares them for effective academic and professional 

communication. Consequently, higher education institutions should integrate 

communicative teaching strategies into Russian language instruction to improve the 

overall quality of language education. 
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