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ABSTRACT.
Language is used in different situations and for different purposes. Because of this,
several functional styles have developed in English. Each style has its own
vocabulary, grammar and communicative goal. This article also discusses the
importance of functional styles in modern communication and education. Each
style reflects the purpose of communication and the relationship between speakers
or writers and their audience. Understanding these styles helps learners of English
improve their writing skills and choose appropriate language in different situations
such as academic work, everyday conversation, media communication and official
documentation. In addition, the study of stylistic differences allows students to
better analyze texts and understand how language functions in various social
contexts. The most commonly discussed styles are literary, colloquial, scientific,
journalistic and official styles. These styles help speakers and writers choose
appropriate language depending on the context. The purpose of this article is to
describe the main features of these styles and explain how they differ from each
other.
KEY WORDS: functional style, literary style, colloquial style, scientific style,
journalistic style, official style, English language, communication, stylistics,
language variation.
Language is closely connected with society and human activity. Different social
situations require different ways of expressing ideas, which leads to the
development of various functional styles. These styles help speakers and writers
organize their thoughts and communicate effectively with a specific audience.
The study of functional styles is an important part of stylistics, a branch of
linguistics that examines how language is used in different contexts. By analyzing
stylistic features such as vocabulary, grammar, and sentence structure, researchers
can better understand how communication works in literature, science, media,
everyday conversation and official communication.
Moreover, learning about functional styles helps students develop better writing
skills. It allows them to recognize the differences between formal and informal
language and to select appropriate expressions for academic, professional or
personal communication. Language is not used in the same way in every situation.
People speak differently with friends, in academic writing, in newspapers or in
official documents. Linguists call these differences functional styles. A functional
style is a system of language means used in a particular sphere of communication.
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In English linguistics, several main functional styles are usually distinguished.
Among them are literary style, colloquial style, scientific style, journalistic style
and official style. Understanding these styles is important for students of English
because it helps them use language correctly in various contexts.

Literary style is one of the most expressive and creative functional styles of the
English language. It is mainly used in works of fiction such as novels, poems, short
stories and plays. The main purpose of literary style is not only to provide
information but also to create artistic images, express emotions and influence the
reader’s imagination. In literary texts, authors often use figurative language,
descriptive vocabulary and various stylistic devices to make the text more vivid
and engaging. This style allows writers to present their ideas in a unique and
creative way, reflecting their individual manner of writing. Because of this, literary
style plays an important role in literature and helps readers better understand
human feelings, experiences and cultural values.

In addition, colloquial style is the language of everyday communication. It is used
in informal conversations between friends, family members or colleagues. This
style is usually spontaneous and less structured than written language.

In colloquial speech people often use contractions, simple grammar structures and
everyday vocabulary. Slang expressions and idioms are also common. Sentences
are usually shorter and sometimes incomplete because speakers rely on context and
intonation. The main purpose of this style is quick and natural communication.

One of the most common style is scientific style. Scientific style is used in
academic works, research articles, textbooks and lectures. The primary purpose of
this style is to present information clearly, logically and objectively.

Scientific texts usually avoid emotional language. Instead, they use precise
terminology and well-structured arguments. Passive voice is often used because the
focus is placed on the process or result rather than on the person who performs the
action. In addition, definitions, classifications and examples are frequently
included to make the explanation clearer. Moreover, official and journalistic styles
are important functional styles of the English language that are widely used in
public communication. Both styles aim to deliver information to a large audience,
but they are used in different contexts and have their own specific features. The
official style is mainly used in legal documents, government papers, business
correspondence and administrative texts. It is characterized by formal vocabulary,
precise expressions and clear structure. The purpose of official style is to provide
accurate information and avoid misunderstanding.

Journalistic style, on the other hand, is commonly used in newspapers, magazines,
television and online media. Its main goal is to inform people about current events
and social issues. Journalistic texts are usually clear, concise and easy to
understand. Writers often use interesting headlines and expressive language to
attract the reader’s attention. Although these two styles differ in tone and structure,
both play an important role in modern communication and help spread information
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effectively in society. In written and spoken communication, the correct choice of
style helps make the message clearer and more understandable. When people
follow the appropriate style, they can express their thoughts more accurately and
achieve better communication results. Therefore, the study of functional styles is
important for understanding how language works in real life. It allows learners to
see how linguistic elements change according to communicative needs and social
conditions. This knowledge also helps students improve their writing, reading and
analytical skills in the English language. Overall, knowledge of these styles is a
key tool for anyone aiming to use English effectively in everyday life, education,
or work.

CONCLUSION

In conclusion, the English language has different styles that are used in various
situations. Literary style helps writers express emotions and create artistic images.
Colloquial style is used in everyday conversation to communicate naturally and
informally. Scientific style presents information clearly and logically, while
journalistic style informs people about current events. Official style is used in
legal, business, and administrative communication to provide accurate and formal
information. Each style has its own purpose, vocabulary and grammatical features.
Literary style focuses on artistic expression, while colloquial style is used in
everyday conversation. Scientific style presents information objectively,
journalistic style informs society about current events, and official style is used in
formal and administrative contexts.

Understanding these styles helps learners choose the right words, tone, and
structure depending on the situation. It improves writing, reading, and speaking
skills, making communication more effective. Knowing how to use different styles
also allows students to adapt to social, academic, and professional contexts
confidently. Overall, learning about these styles is essential for anyone who wants
to communicate clearly and successfully in English. By practicing these styles,
learners can develop their own writing and speaking abilities. They also gain a
better understanding of how language shapes human interaction in different areas
of life.
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