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Abstract. In the modern digital era, social media has become a powerful factor
influencing language development and communication patterns. This study
examines the impact of social media on language from a sociolinguistic
perspective, focusing on lexical innovation, grammatical transformation, and
communicative behavior. The research analyzes how digital platforms contribute
to the emergence of new linguistic forms, including abbreviations, slang, and
multimodal expressions. The findings reveal that social media accelerates language
change and reflects social identity, particularly among young users. The study also
highlights both positive and negative effects of digital communication on language
norms and literacy.
Keywords: social media, sociolinguistics, language change, digital discourse,
slang, communication
Introduction. Language is constantly evolving under the influence of social,
cultural, and technological changes. In recent years, social media has become one
of the most influential environments shaping modern communication. Platforms
such as Telegram, Instagram, and TikTok have transformed the way people
interact, creating new forms of language use.
According to Crystal (2011), the internet has introduced a new linguistic space
where written and spoken features merge. This hybrid form of communication
reflects speed, informality, and creativity. Social media users tend to prioritize
efficiency over correctness, leading to the emergence of new linguistic patterns.
In Uzbekistan, the rapid spread of digital technologies has also influenced
language use. Young people aktuBuo use mixed language forms, combining
Uzbek, English, and Russian elements (Mahmudov, 2012). This phenomenon
highlights the growing importance of sociolinguistic studies in understanding
language change.
The aim of this research is to analyze the impact of social media on language,
focusing on vocabulary, grammar, and communication practices.
Literature Review. The study of language in digital environments has gained
significant attention in modern linguistics. Crystal (2011) introduced the concept of
Internet linguistics, emphasizing the role of technology in shaping language use.
Tagliamonte (2016) argues that social media accelerates linguistic change by
enabling rapid dissemination of new expressions. Similarly, Androutsopoulos
(2014) highlights that online communication reflects identity and social
interaction.
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Uzbek scholars also emphasize the cultural and social aspects of language.
Mahmudov (2012) notes that language reflects national identity and social
structure. Nurmonov (2010) discusses how modern communication influences
linguistic norms in Uzbek society.
From a cognitive perspective, Carr (2010) suggests that digital communication
may affect attention and language processing. Danesi (2016) analyzes emojis as a
new semiotic system that complements verbal communication.
Methodology . This research uses a qualitative sociolinguistic approach. Data was
collected from social media platforms and includes:
-abbreviations
-slang expressions
-emoji usage
-code-switching examples
The analysis focuses on identifying linguistic patterns and interpreting their social
and cultural significance.
Results and Discussion
1. Lexical Innovation. Social media is a major source of new vocabulary. Users
frequently create and adopt new words, which spread rapidly across platforms.
Examples include:
“LOL”
“OMG”
“DM?
According to Crystal (2011), these forms reflect efficiency and speed in
communication. Uzbek social media users also adopt such terms, often mixing
them with native language structures (Nurmonov, 2010).
2. Grammatical Simplification. Digital communication often involves simplified
grammar. Users omit punctuation and use informal spelling.
Examples:
“u” instead of “you”
k” instead of “okay”
Carr (2010) argues that such simplification may influence formal writing skills.
However, many linguists believe that users can switch between formal and
informal styles depending on context.
3.Emojis and Visual Language
Emojis play an important role in expressing emotions and tone. They function as
visual elements that complement text.
Danesi (2016) suggests that emojis represent a new form of language that enhances
communication. They help compensate for the lack of non-verbal cues in online
interaction.
4. Code-switching
Code-switching is common in multilingual societies. Uzbek users often mix
English and Uzbek:
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“Bugun meeting bor”

“Let’s gaplashamiz later”

This reflects globalization and the influence of English as a global language
(Androutsopoulos, 2014).

5. Sociolinguistic Impact. Social media influences language by:

-creating new speech -communities

-shaping identity

-accelerating language change

Tagliamonte (2016) emphasizes that online communication reflects social
variation and group identity.

6.  Advantages and Disadvantages. Advantages:

-promotes creativity

-increases communication speed

-expands vocabulary

Disadvantages:

-weakens grammar accuracy

-encourages informal language

-affects academic writing

Conclusion. Social media has become a powerful factor influencing language
development. It introduces new vocabulary, changes grammar, and creates new
communication forms. While these changes enhance communication, they also
challenge traditional norms.

The study shows that language is dynamic and adapts to technological changes.
Future research should explore how digital communication will shape language in
the long term.
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